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Lifeskills Promoters (LISP) was founded in Kenya in 1999 as an empowerment 
initiative for young people. Since inception, the organization has developed a 

comprehensive platform to empower children and youth with life skills that help 
them cope with day to day challenges of life, including disasters, displacements, 
conflicts, orphan hood, poverty related issues, disability, unemployment, HIV and 
AIDS, drugs abuse and other challenges inherent in their transition to adulthood.

Out of 57million school aged children which are not in school, about 1 million are 
in Kenya with up-to 30% living in Nairobi City. Although Free Primary Education is 
now universal in Kenya, many challenges hinder children living within the informal 
settlements from accessing education. The initial costs involved in enrolling 
children to school (cost of uniforms, admission fees, reading and writing materials) 
often create a barrier to school enrolment as many parents and guardians from the 
informal settlements live on less than 2USD a day. Low levels of self-esteem and 
lack of life skills for personal development among the parents, teachers as well as 
the children acts to hinder school retention. In addition, most schools are not child 
friendly with some lacking basic facilities like toilets, water, desks among others. 
LISP has been implementing a project on identifying, enrolling and retaining OOSC 
back to school funded by UNICEF from 2016 through 2018. Towards this end, LISP 
initiated a targeted back to school campaign in the non-formal settlements of 
Nairobi focusing on identifying, enrolling, retaining and transitioning 37,790 out 
of school children at primary school level. Watoto Tusome (Kiswahili for ‘Children, 
let’s learn’) was a three year project implemented in Nairobi’s seven sub counties of 
Dagoretti, Embakasi, Kasarani, Makadara, Kibra, Langata and Njiru Sub-Counties. 
The project was mainly implemented in collaboration with three key government 
ministries/department which are; Ministry of Education, Ministry of Interior and 
Coordination of National Government and the Department of Children’s Services.

The project  was driven by the following objectives;

• To increase the demand by OOSC to attend school among communities in 
Nairobi Informal settlements

• To Increase school retention among 37,790 OOSC in Nairobi Informal 
settlements

• 3.To increase quality of education for 37,790 OOSC in Nairobi Informal 
settlements

• 4.To Increase gender equity in the provision of education for OOSC.

Watoto Tusome
Introduction
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Triumphant
A young child’s struggle to get an education.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 27/7/2018

Location: Kagira Primary School, Dagoretti Sub-County

> Dennis Odhiambo posing for a photo with his head teacher Mr. Kihara Gathinji
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The day was warmer than usual. Having 
experienced the long and cold July weather 

that had hit Nairobi, one couldn’t take the warmth 
granted by the heavens for granted and neither 
did the young children of Kagira Primary School 
in Nairobi’s Dagoretti Sub-county.  It was their 
break time and while some rushed to the nearby 
field to play football, three young boys sat near 
the administration office just so that they could 
enjoy the warmth as they glared with curious 
eyes at the black Toyota Fielder that was parked 
next to them.  It was only until their headmaster 
stepped out of his office that they rushed to join 
their colleagues on the pitch. 

Well aware of the purpose of our visit, the 
headmaster better known by his students as Mr. 
Kihara ushered us to an open ground next to the 
office where some more curious eyes greeted us. 
He summoned a young boy who according to 
him had a story worth hearing. Moments later, a 
young boy dressed in a blue sweater, faded blue 
shorts, grey socks approached us. As he drew 
closer, one could not help but notice his shoes, 
a pair of old and torn Bata Toughees that only 
had sisal strands for laces. The bright smile he 
wore on his face however spoke of hope and 
joy. Upon exchanging pleasantries with him, he 
shyly introduced himself as Dennis Odhiambo. 
Like many other children across Nairobi, Dennis 
is one of the beneficiaries of the Watoto Tusome 
Project, an initiative by UNICEF and Life Skills 
Promoters whose primary objective is to enrol 
underprivileged and out of school children back 
to school.  

Dennis has had to endure so much in his short 
time on earth.  Unlike his peers, the class three 
pupil was forced to grow up much faster than his 
age mates. His mother Wanjiku Otieno is mentally 
handicapped. Being the only child in the family, 
this hindered his early academic life as he had to 
help his father Mr. Dalmas Otieno in taking care 
of her. 

“Nilikuwa ninabaki nyumbani ndio 
nisaidie daddy kupika na kuchunga 
mum” (I used to stay at home so that I 
could help my dad cook as well as taking 
care of my mother)  - Dennis.

Financial constraints also played a hand in 
contributing to Dennis being out of school. His 

father is a casual labourer who has no steady 
source of income. “Ile kazi mimi ninafanya saa hii 
ni kazi ya kuchunga ng’ombe. Pia nafanya kazi ya 
mjengo” (At the moment, I work as a cattle herder 
an on occasions I double as a construction worker) 
he said. The 55 year old man added that his wages 
vary depending on how much his employer is 
willing to give him on a particular day. He says that 
his employer pays him between 50 to 200 shillings 
for work done in a day, a figure he says does not 
match the work he does. He lives in a single room 
and sometimes struggles to pay the 1000 shillings 
rent. “Nikipata pesa halafu niteleze nipate kuna 
shida nyingi, inanibidi niombe mwenye nyumba 
muda nitafute pesa kidogo ndio niweze kulipa,” 
(When I get paid and it happens that I have a lot 
of bills to pay, I request my landlord to give me 
an extension period in order to get some money 
to clear the bill) he said. Mr. Otieno however 
maintains that these setbacks did not hinder him 
from working hard in order to ensure his son goes 
back and stays in school.

Fortune would soon favour the family as Dennis 
was finally admitted at Kagiria Primary School. 
Word of the Watoto Tusome project had gone 
around the surrounding villages and a well-
wishers informed Mr. Kihara Gathinji, the head 
teacher of the school about Dennis. “I was 
informed about the young boy and I decided 
to help get him enrolled at the school,” said Mr. 
Kihara. He further added that he was happy that 
Dennis’ father was willing to have his son taken to 
school, a phenomenon that was rare with many 
parents in the area. “Many parents in the area do 
not value education at all. They keep their children 
at home. Others think it is better for their children 
to work in the nearby slaughter houses and make 
money.” While he takes much pride in bringing 
children to school, other challenges have made 
the learning process lag behind. Many of the 
children hardly get enough to eat at home. He 
said that this affects their attention span in class. 
“It is hard keeping these young children in school. 
However, we have a feeding programme and we 
even provide food for them during the weekends, 
for those who are very vulnerable like Dennis as it 
is not certain that he shall get food in the evening 
or over the weekend,” he said. 

Despite all the challenges, the head teacher is 
grateful to the Watoto Tusome project for their 
continued support in helping them nurture 
Dennis and all the other children to be better. “We 
are really happy with what Life Skills and UNICEF 
have done for the school.  Some of the children 



6

who were brought in were from the streets. Life 
Skills organised a two day seminar that trained 
teachers on how to help them. The teacher’s 
attitudes changed drastically and they became 
more accepting,” he said.  He also applauded 
Life skills for providing the children with bags, a 
rhetoric that was equally appreciated by Dennis, 
“Walinipea bag nikikuja shule. Niliipenda sana,” (I 
was given a bag when I joined the school. I really 
loved it). 

Mr. Kihara was also appreciative of the desk repairs 
funded by UNICEF. This activity is one among 
the many services that come with the Watoto  
Tusome project. He was thrilled that the newly 
enrolled students had the necessary amenities 
that facilitated effective learning. “When I came 
to Kagira, the population was at 211. When Life 
Skills came on board, the population rose to 500. 
The desk repairs really helped in ensuring they 

were comfortable because they would even sit 
on stones due to the influx in enrolment through 
Watoto Tusome,” said the head teacher. 

The help that the school received from UNICEF 
and Life Skills promoters will go a long way in 
ensuring that young children like Dennis have a 
chance to bettering their lives in future. The nine 
year old lover of Mathematics aspires to uplift 
his family in the future, “Nikiwa mkubwa, nataka 
kuwa driver halafu ninunulie mummy na daddy 
simu mzuri,” (When I grow up, I want to become a 
driver and buy my mum and dad some really nice 
phones) he said. His father also believes that his 
son’s future is not determined by their current 
situation and that his future is still bright. “Mungu 
ndiye alipendelea mtoto wangu aendelee na 
masomo. Atakuwa sawa,” (It is by God’s will that 
my son has continued with his education. I have 
faith he will do well).

> Dennis and his head teacher together with other beneficiaries of the Watoto Tusome project in 
Kagira Primary school. 
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> Christine Adhiambo together with her brother Derrich Ochieng’ posing for a picture together with 
their senior teacher Ms. Kimani Jane

Hope in Kamiti
A tale of siblings making the best out new opportunities granted 
by life

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 31/7/2018

Location: Kamiti Primary School, Kasarani Sub- County, Nairobi.
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To a majority of the Kenyan people, the name 
Kamiti is synonymous with all that is bad 

with the world. The mere mention of the word is 
enough to make even the toughest of men shake 
in their boot. Who could blame them though? Only 
the most notorious of criminals in the country are 
sent to this maximum prison. Not to mention the 
shame that follows any individual associated with 
the prison. It is precisely for this reason that many 
are oblivious of the other institutions within the 
prison grounds; institutions that help nurture the 
young children of this count ry to be better.

To a majority of the Kenyan people, the name 
Kamiti is synonymous with all that is bad with the 
world. The mere mention of the word is enough 
to make even the toughest of men shake in their 
boot. Who could blame them though? Only the 
most notorious of criminals in the country are 
sent to this maximum prison. Not to mention the 
shame that follows any individual associated with 
the prison. It is precisely for this reason that many 
are oblivious of the other institutions within the 
prison grounds; institutions that help nurture the 
young children of this count ry to be better. 

Kamiti Primary School is one of the few education 
centres within the grounds of the prison. As one 
approaches the compound, voices from young 
children reciting poems from the kindergarten 
side of the school can be heard. These melodious 
young voices instantly fill one’s heart with 
pure elation. Nostalgia came knocking in as I 
remembered some of the nursery rhymes I used to 
sing. It was then that it dawned on me that were it 
not for the Watoto Tusome outreach programme 
by Life skills Promoters and UNICEF, some of 
these children would not have this opportunity to 
enjoy the beauty of early childhood development. 

As we approached the administration block, we 
were welcomed by the senior teacher Ms. Kimani 
Jane. She narrates to us about a case of a group 
of siblings who were enrolled under the outreach 
programme. Her enthusiasms while narrating their 
stories build up a lot of anticipation for meeting 
these young souls. It was evident that the school 
appreciated having them. She later introduced us 
to one of the sibling, Christine Adhiambo, a 13 year 
old young girl in class 6 and her five siblings. Like 
many of the other beneficiaries of the outreach 
programme, they come from a poverty stricken 
background. They had been in and out of school 
for a better part of their lives.

 “I was in Divine Miracle Education 
Centre before coming here. I had to drop 
out because of lack of school money,” - 
Christine Adhiambo

The 13 year old also revealed that prior to moving 
to Soweto, her siblings used to live in Githurai 
together with their father and step- mother. At 
this time, their biological mother Ms. Selah Akoth 
was living upcountry in Ahero, Kisumu County. 
According to Christine, their step-mother was 
not the best of people, “She was not very kind. 
She used to threaten us that she would send us 
to bed without food,” she said. Over the course 
of time, their step-mother left leaving them with 
their father. Their biological mother was forced to 
relocate to Nairobi and join her children and their 
father. However, he too would pack his bag and 
leave them. Left alone with 7 young children to 
take care of, the 32 year old mother had to find 
a way to survive the harsh capital city life. She 
began to do laundry for people across the area for 
a fee. The money she got barely helped her and 
her family get through.  According to Christine, 
the harsh realities of life and lack of funds caused 
all her siblings to drop out of school. It was at this 
point that they began to walk around the area 
looking for scrap metal to sell. Fortune however 
would come knocking on their door. 

“One day a woman met us collecting the scrap 
metals. She asked us if we wanted to go to school,” 
says Christine. She revealed this Good Samaritan 
to be Life Skill Promoter’s very own programme 
manager Ms. Damaris Njoroge.  With time, 
Christine and her five school-going siblings were 
enrolled to Kamiti Primary school. According to 
the senior teacher, the teachers at the school 
helped the children settle into school, “When they 
were enrolled, the teachers made contributions 
and helped to donate school uniform and shoes 
for them.”  However, challenges still plagued 
them. According to their mother, they would miss 
school often due to lack of bus fare as the school 
was quite a distance from where they lived. 
However, her motherly instincts could not allow 
her to see her children miss out on school so she 
made a life changing resolution. “Wakati niliona 
watoto hawaendi shule sababu ya fare, niliamua 
kuhama Githurai nikaenda kuishi hapa Soweto,” 
said Ms. Akoth. Soweto is a small slum in Kahawa 
West area that is nearer to the school.  Selah says 
that this ensured that her children did not miss 
school. 
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Fast forward a few months later, Christine and 
her siblings are still in school enjoying the fruits 
of a proper education. Their hopes and dreams of 
a better future still burns bright in them.  “When 
I grow up, I would love to be a musician,” says 
Christine. Their mother Ms. Akoth expresses the 
same amount of joy. “Nimefurahi sana sababu 
watoto wangu wanaweza kuenda shule. Wakiwa 
huko ninajua waanpata nafasi ya kusoma vizuri na 
pia wanapewa chakula mchana,” (I am very happy 
that my children are able to go to school. They 
get a good education and at the same time they 
get to have meals during the day) she said. 

Selah also expresses her happiness regarding 
her eldest son Derrick Ochieng’ who is a KCPE 
candidate this year. Having never received a 
formal education herself classroom herself, she 
speaks with so much pride about her children 
being able to read and write, “Mimi sijawahi ingia 
darasani maish yangu. Kwa hivyo nikiona watoto 
wangu wakisoma, ninafurahi sana na ninashukuru 
Mungu tu,” (I never got the opportunity to go to 
school. Seeing my children being able to read and 
write fills me with joy and all I can do I give glory 
to God) she says.

> (From Left to right) Derrick Ochieng (Class 8), Christine Adhiambo (Class 6) Eunice Akinyi (Class 2), 
James Omondi (Class 3), Joseph Ongara (Class 2) and Beatrice Anyango (PP1). Sibling beneficiaries of 
the Watoto Tusome outreach programme who were rescued from a life of hardship collecting scrap 
metal on the streets and were enrolled at Kamiti Primary school.
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Victorious
A father’s struggle to gift his child with education.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 07/06/2018

Location: Mbagathi Road Primary School, Nairobi.

> Mr.  Bernard Kauwiria (right) together with his son Alex Kome and his aunt during enrolment at Mbagathi 
Road Primary School. 
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> Beneficiaries of the Watoto Tusome project (front row) accompanied by their parents on enrolment 
day at Mbagathi Road Primary School.

It’s a cold Thursday morning at Mbagathi Road 
Primary school in Nairobi. A handful of young 

students, both boys and girls dressed in green 
uniforms are headed to their classrooms. Looking 
at a few young boys, one can’t help but notice 
their green knee-length shorts. Nostalgia of days 
long gone when I had to brave the morning cold 
as I walked to school begin to storm in and I can’t 
help but smile. The cycle still continues.

Walking into the school’s reception office, one is 
welcomed by a group of parents and their young 
children. Pleasantries are exchanged and what 
stands out is the excitement in the children’s 
eyes. And they have all the reasons to be because 
on this day, their lives will change for the better. 
These young children are the newest beneficiaries 
of the Watoto Tusome Project, an initiative by 
LifeSkills Promoters in partnership with UNICEF 
that aims to help underprivileged children to get 
back to school. 

In a setting comprised of mostly women and 
children, one’s attention is immediately drawn 
to Bernard Kauwiria Miriti, a middle aged man 
dressed in a green safari hat and a white jacket 

who is having a quick chat with his son Alex 
Kome who is dressed in a grey denim shirt and 
jeans with a pair of purple sport shoes with red 
laces.  “Nimefurahia sana kuleta kijana yangu 
shule” (I’m really thrilled to be bringing my son 
back to school), says Bernard. Looking at him at 
first glance, one would easily assume that he is a 
happy-go-lucky kind of person due to his vibrant 
nature. However, life has not dealt him the best 
cards. Unfortunate circumstances led him to 
spend the past four years of life in prison for 
murder.

“Nilipelekwa ndani kwa mashtaka ya 
kuua msichana wangu wa kazi,” (I was 
incarcerated for the alleged murder of 
my employee) - Mr.  Bernard Kauwiria

According to Bernard, he had a feud with his area 
chief regarding a lighting and road expansion 
project in his home area of Laini Saba in Kibera. 
On one fateful morning, he was notified that 
his employee was found dead in the street and 
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was called to identify her body. Upon arrival, 
he confirmed that the victim was in fact his 
employee who worked in his hotel. He went to 
the police station to record a statement, but 
instead ended up getting locked up. Things took 
an even worse turn from there. “Nilipowekwa 
ndani, chief alikuja kule station akaanza fitina 
nyingi sana akasema mimi si mtu mzuri na ati 
mimi ndio ninajua kuhusu yale mauaji,” (After 
the police locked me in a cell, the chief arrived 
at the station and began accusing me of being 
an untrustworthy person and that I knew who 
was responsible for the murder.) Bernard claims 
that on the eve of the murder, he had seen his 
employee leave with her boyfriend only for her to 
end up dead the following day. Bernard was later 
remanded at the Industrial area prison where he 
spent the next four years awaiting the conclusion 
of his trial. Bernard’s imprisonment not only had 
a negative ripple effect on himself, but also, his 
children. “Nilipopelekwa industrial area, watoto 
walibaki na mama yao. Pesa ya kuwapeleka shule 
ilikosekana na wakafukuzwa shule.” (Following 
my incarceration, my children were left alone 
with their mother. School fees became an issue 
and soon after, my children were forced to drop 
out.” They had been studying at Ushirika Primary 
School near Laini Saba. During this time, his hotel 
business also collapsed. 

In January 2018, Bernard was exonerated of all 
charges in. But this piece of good news came 
with some bad as well as he had developed 

diabetes and high blood pressure. He now had 
the burden of not only taking his children back to 
school, but also seeking treatment. His efforts to 
get an education for his children never dwindled 
and on one fateful day, he got hold of some life 
changing news when he met a lady at the chief’s 
office who informed him of the Watoto Tusome 
project. He was introduced to the new area chief 
who explained to him about the project and 
how it would go about helping these children. 
He encouraged Bernard to take his children to 
the nearby Mbagathi Road Primary School for 
enrolment and interviews. “Nilifurahi sana sababu 
sasa watoto wangu wataweza kusoma bila 
shida nyingi,” (I was very happy because I knew 
my children would be able to get an education 
with minimal struggles) said Bernard. His son 
Alex shared in his enthusiasm as he spoke of 
his greatest dream, “Nikiwa mkubwa, ningetaka 
kuwa engineer,” (When I grow up, I would like 
to be an engineer). Bernard expressed great 
gratitude for the Watoto Tusome Project for 
helping underprivileged people in society. “Haki 
ya wanyongwe huwa haisikiki lakini sasa nitapata 
uwezo wa kusaidia familia yangu kwa urahisi 
kidogo,” (The plight of the innocent is never 
heard, but now, I am grateful that I will be able to 
take care of my family with some ease.)
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Agent Of Change, Giver Of Hope
An insight of the work of a community change agent.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 20/9/2018

Location: Mowlem Supa Loaf Primary School.

> Jane Wangeci (left) and Esther Njoki (right) whose grandchildren were enrolled at Mowlem Supa 
Loaf having a chat.
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The Watoto Tusome initiative of enrolling 
Nairobi’s out of school children is characterised 

by a series of meticulously laid out modes of 
operation involving several key stakeholders. Like 
a clock that is made up of several moving parts 
that interlock and mesh together to tell time, 
the enrolment process relies on the unity and 
cooperation of all the stakeholders involved.  

Change agents are one of the main stakeholders 
in the enrolment process. These individuals 
are volunteer children officers attached to the 
department of children’s services based in the 
community who work on the ground to ensure 
children welfares are taken care of. 

Jane Wangeci is one of the change agents 
working under the Watoto Tusome project. 
Based in Nairobi’s Njiru sub county, the 15 – year 
child services veteran has been at the frontline 
of ensuring underprivileged children in her 
community are enrolled in school. 

“ Nimekuwa nikifanya kazi na Life Skills 
kwa hii project ya Watoto Tusome tangu 
January 2017” (I have been partnering 
with Life Skills through the watoto 
tusome project since January 2017) - 
Mrs. Wangeci

 Mrs. Wangeci enrols children in two schools based 
in Njiru; Mowlem Supa Loaf Primary School and 
Kariobangi South Primary School. Throughout 
the duration of the project, she has managed 
to enrol 765 out of school children in  the two 
schools in her locale. On this day, we found her 
at Mowlem supa Loaf where she has managed 
to enrol 667 children. “Mimi hutoa hawa watoto 
huku mashinani tu sabau huko ndio watoto wengi 
wako na shida nyingi sana” (I get these vulnerable 
children from the local slums and villages since 
children from these areas are usually from poverty 
stricken homes) she said. 

One person who has benefited from Jane’s 
devotion to children welfare matters is Ms. Esther 
Njoki, an elderly woman whose four grandchildren 
were among the 667 children enrolled at the 
school. Esther narrated the situation that left her 
grandchildren under her care, “Wazazi wa hawa 
watoto walikuwa walevi na walikua wanapigana 
sana. Hapo ndio waliwachana na hakuna yule 
alikuwa anataka kushughulika na watoto, sasa 
ikanibidi niwachukue” (Their parents were heavy 
drinkers who fell into deep alcoholism. They 
would often have quarrels that eventually led 
to the demise of their marriage. Unfortunately, 
neither of them wanted to be involved with the 
children so I had to step in and take care of them) 
she said. 

Fortune did not seem to favour Esther and her 
grandchildren. With extra mouths to feed, she 

> A carpenter fixing a desk courtesy of the donation made by UNICEF and life Skills
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had to learn how to survive on the little money 
she made from her casual jobs which hardly 
brought in enough money to provide for basic 
needs. Needless to say, the children could not 
afford to attend school. However, this would 
change when Jane learned about the family. She 
found the children in dire situations and offered 
to help enrol them to school. “Nilifurahi sana 
sababu waliweza kulipiwa shule na wakiwa huku 
wanapata chakula mchana ya food programme. 
Sasa ile kazi niko nayo tu ni kuhakikisha wanapata 
chakula wakija nyumbani” (I was so happy since 
they were enrolled to school and their admission 
fee had been catered for.  I am also happy because 
they get food during the day through the school 
food programme. The only task I have now is 
feeding them when they get home) said Esther. 
She remains very grateful for the intervention 
made by Jane; “Ninashukuru sana huyu change 
agent kwa sababu alinisaidia kuondoa huu mzigo 
wa kusomesha hawa watoto” (I am very grateful 
to Jane because she helped me offload the huge 
pressure of educating my grandchildren).

While the efforts to enrol children are openly 
welcome, Jane addressed a few issues that made 
the retention process challenging, “Nilipata 
shida na watoto wengine sababu shule ilikataa 
kuwachukua bila uniform hata kama walikuwa 
wamepita test ya evaluation ya kuingia” (I found it 
difficult to have several children enrolled because 
they lacked the proper uniform despite passing 
the evaluation tests) she said. Jane attributed this 
to Mowlem’s policy of not admitting any children 
without uniform. “Nilitafuta usaidizi kwa watu wa 
kijiji ili wasaidie hawa watoto kupata uniform” (I 
mobilised people in the community to help buy 
uniforms for these children) she says. Additionally, 
she reached out to other charitable organisations 
that helped buy extra uniform such as Pendekezo 
Letu which has assisted a number of children with 
school uniform.

In addition to the enrolment of the vulnerable out 
of school children, Jane is equally grateful to Life 
Skills promoters and UNICEF for their other efforts 
under the Watoto Tusome project. “Life Skills na 
UNICEF wamesaidia kuweka hawa watoto shule 
sababu wamepea shule pesa za kutengeneza 
desks zile wanatumia” (Life Skills and UNICEF 
have also help retain these children in school 
by repairing broken desks which the children 
are currently using) she said as she pointed to a 
carpenter fixing a desk on the opposite side of 

the school field. Regina Kimemia, Mowlem’s head 
teacher echoed these sentiments, “Life Skills 
promoters have gone over and above to ensure 
that the learning process in the school remains 
at its best. The children are happy, the staffs are 
happy, the parents are happy. Everyone is happy” 
she said.

With the coming completion of the Watoto 
Tusome project in November, 2018, Jane and 
Regina share a common plight, “Tungependa sana 
hii project iendelee sababu itasaidia watoto wengi 
sana, especially wale wako kwa streets” (We would 
really like the project to continue as it would help 
many more children in the community, especially 
those who are in the streets) said Jane. The 
head teacher added that she wishes the support 
coming in to the school through the project 
would continue as the school money that has 
been spared from expenditure has gone on to be 
used to cater for other needs within the school 
like buying firewood used in preparing meals for 
the children.

> Regina Kimemia, the Head teacher at 
Mowlem Supa Loaf Primary school.
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Survivor!
A young boy’s battle against life’s greatest storms.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 20/9/2018

Location: Ndurarua primary School and Kawangware shugun area, Dagoretti Sub
County, Nairobi

> Godfrey Maina, the young survivor currently enrolled under the Watoto Tusome project. 
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Many children across Kenya are out of school 
for one reason or another. One thing that 

has stood out through the duration of the Watoto 
Tusome project is that most of the non-school 
going children were out of school due to financial 
constraints. For most of them, getting back to 
school was a fairly challenging but achievable 
task as many have been enrolled back and are 
enjoying their time at school. For a few children 
and their parents however, the lack of school fees 
is hardly at the top of their list of worries. 

Six year old Godfrey Maina from Kawangware’s 
Shugun area in Nairobi’s Dagoretti Sub-County 
is no ordinary child. The young boy has had to 
endure more hard days in his short time than 
most adults have their entire lives. Maina was 
born with a medical condition known as an 
Anorectal Malformation (ARMs). According to 
medical practitioners, ARMs occurs when a 
foetus’ rectum and anus fail to develop properly 
during a pregnancy. In Maina’s case, he was born 
without an anal opening leaving him without 
a natural passage way for stool. In addition to 
this, his urinary and excretory systems were also 
joined. Maina had to pass stool through a surgical 
incision made in his abdomen. His condition 
inevitably affected his early development phase as 
he was restricted from engaging in many activities 
that children his age take part in. In addition to 
this, his academic life was adversely affected as 
well, “Maina hakuanza shule na watoto wengine. 

Alikuwa anakaa nyumbani sababu shule nyingi 
zilikuwa zinamkataa,” (Maina did not join school 
at the same time as his peers. He would stay at 
home with me since many schools denied him 
admission) says his mother Margaret Wambui. 
The 30 year old mother of two attributes this to 
the fact that most teachers lacked the knowledge 
or will to take care of a special needs child like 
her son. 

With the situation already dire, things only got 
much harder. Godfrey’s condition and constant 
need for care became an issue of contention 
within the family causing rifts between his parents. 
According to Margaret, the condition was too 
much of a task for his father to handle. With time, 
he opted out of the family home leaving her to 
not only take care of their special needs child, but 
also their youngest daughter Maryann Njeri. The 
struggle of having to raise her two children alone 
while dealing with her own asthmatic condition 
proved hard for the young mother. Choosing not 
to let this bring her down, she willed herself to fight 
on for her family. Her next order of business was 
getting her son the medical attention he needed. 
“Nilipeleka Maina Kenyatta mwaka mzima lakini 
hawakuweza kumsaidia,” (I took Maina to Kenyatta 
National Hospital for a year but the doctors didn’t 
seem to help much) she says.  She later resolved to 
seek medical help elsewhere. Margaret took her 
son to Kikuyu Hospital. The situation remained 
the same until she was advised to take him to 

> Godfrey Maina and his class teacher Ms. Victoria Mutungi showing the scars from where the 
incision was made to enable him to pass stool.
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Kijabe Hospital. The doctors informed her that 
they were in a position to help her son. However, 
the surgery would require a fee of up to 200,000 
shillings, an amount she couldn’t raise with her 
low income casual labour work. Not letting this 
get her down, Wairimu looked for means to fund 
her son’s medical surgery. As the old adage goes, 
fortune favours the brave. 

“Tulifanya harambee na tuliweza kupata 
pesa yote tulikuwa tunahitaji,” (We 
managed to hold a fund raiser and we 
were able to raise all the money we 
needed for the surgery) she said.

 With time, Maina had a successful surgery in 2015. 

Following a lengthily recovery period, Maina was 
finally able to begin school. Margaret enrolled 
her son at Green Valley primary school, a private 
school within their home area. His mother says 
that he took interest in school and was a fast 
learner. However, financial constraints forced her 
to pull him out from school. This set back not only 
took a toll on her psychologically, but also on the 
young boy as well, “Maina ni sharp sana. Alikuwa 
anaskia vibaya sana akiona watoto wengine 
wakienda shule yeye akiwa amekaa nyumbani” 
(Maina is a really sharp boy and he would often 
feel bad when he saw his friends going to school 
while he stayed at home) says Wambui. Fortune 
would smile on them again however after a 

neighbour introduced them to the head teacher 
of Ndurarua Primary School Ms. Irene Musyoki. 
Maina was enrolled in class one 2017 and won the 
hearts of many in the school.  His class teacher Ms. 
Victoria Mutungi grew surprisingly fond of him 
over time, “Maina was shy at first but soon after 
that, he began integrating with other students 
well,” she said. The head teacher also developed 
a soft spot for the young boy and spoke highly 
of his academic performance, “Maina is happy 
being in school. I am really happy seeing him take 
up his studies quickly” she said.  Additionally, she 
commended the efforts made by Life Skills and 
UNICEF, “I am grateful  to the watoto tusome 
program for helping parents who are desperate 
to ensure their children get the best life,” said 
the former Olympic primary school deputy.  Ms. 
Mutungi echoed this sentiments as well, “Children 
are little angels. I cherish them every day.” 

Margaret expressed her joy of seeing her son back 
in school, “Nimefurahi sana sababu Maina ame 
improve kwa masomo,” (I am overjoyed seeing 
my son’s academic performance improve) she 
said.  She also adds that his health has improved 
immensely despite her fears of him over exerting 
himself while engaging in play with his friends. 
However, she is proud of the young man he is 
becoming, “Maina anapenda sister yake sana. 
Hata on Sunday, huwa anashika mkono wanaenda 
Sunday school pamoja,” (Maina adores his little 
sister so much. On Sundays he even takes her with 
him to Sunday school), said the proud mother. 
The family worships together at the True Vine 
church in Dagoretti. 

> Godfrey and his classmates during a class lesson at his new school.
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New beginnings
A young girl’s struggle to have a taste of the educational fruit.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 22/6/2018

Location: Ndurarua Primary School, Dagoretti Sub-County.

> Faith Wairimu, a former out of school child who is a beneficiary of the Watoto Tusome outreach 
program.
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It has been said before that a child’s life is like a 
piece of paper on which every person leaves a 

mark. Looking up at her for the first time, the wide 
smile she had was more than enough to tell you 
that in deed some great deal of fortune had come 
her way.  The look in her eyes spoke of hope for a 
brighter future. It would be hard for one to believe 
that not so long ago, her eyes spoke of something 
much different; despair and uncertainty of the 
future. 

Faith Wairimu Maina is a class seven pupil at 
Ndurarua Primary School in Nairobi’s Dagoretti 
Sub-county. The 13 year old is one of the many 
children who are beneficiaries of the Watoto 
Tusome Project, an initiative by Life Skills 
Promoters in collaboration with UNICEF whose 
primary objective is to enroll young children from 
underprivileged backgrounds within Nairobi back 
to school. Prior to joining the new school, Faith 
and five of her younger siblings had their hopes of 
receiving an education snuffed out as they were 
forced to drop out of their former school known 
as Hianam School. Being a private institution, their 
parents Mr. Daniel Maina and Mrs. Tabitha Muthoni 
who are low income earners found it challenging 
to not only provide the basic needs for their seven 
children, but also retaining them in school. “Mimi 
na brothers wangu hatukusoma second term last 
year” (My siblings and I missed out on the second 
term of last year’s school calendar) said Faith. 

Seeing her children idling around at home while 
their peers went to school on a daily basis caused 
Tabitha a great deal of pain. 

“Wairimu anapenda shule sana. Nilisikia 
vibaya sana sababu ilifanya masomo yake 
na brothers wake isimame,” (Wairimu 
really enjoys being in school. I felt so bad 
because I knew their learning pattern 
would be greatly affected) said the 39 
year old mother. 

She also expressed her sadness of not being able 
to work effectively. Severe chest complications 
contributed greatly to her quitting her laundry 
job. The situation was not made any easier when 
her husband Daniel lost his floral job in Naivasha. 
Being the sole provider of the family, he opened 

a green grocery stall in their home area in order 
to make ends meet. Tabitha chose to be a stay at 
home mum taking care of two of their youngest 
children. 

Having tasted all the bitter lemons that life had 
thrown at them, a glimmer of hope came shinning 
on the family’s door. Word of an initiative that was 
enrolling children in Dagoretti back to school 
reached the family. “Jirani wetu alikuja akaniambia 
kuna mwalimu wa Ndurarua anasaidia kurudisha 
watoto shule,” (A neighbour informed me that 
the head teacher of Ndurarua Primary school was 
taking in children into her school) said Muthoni. 
Not long after, Faith and her siblings were the 
newest members of the Nduararua family. Upon 
admission to the school, they were issued with 
the appropriate uniform, shoes, socks, and books 
by the school much to her delight. Her mother 
expressed similar sentiments, “Nawashukuru sana 
sababu walituchukua kama watu wengine,” (I am 
grateful for the level of kindness that was shown 
to our family. They made us feel as a part of the 
community).

Faith and her siblings became a beacon of hope 
and admiration for the entire school. Their head 
teacher Ms. Irene Musyoka said that the school 
fraternity refers to them collectively as “Our little 
Jesus”. According to her, they are an epitome of 
working miracles. “Faith was really yearning to 
come back to school. She is a great performer in 
class and she shows a lot of enthusiasm,” added 
the former Olympic Primary school deputy. Ms. 
Musyoka also showed her appreciation for the 
Watoto Tusome project and what it stood for. 
“I am grateful to Life Skills and UNICEF for what 
they are doing in the community. Their donations 
have really helped us in ensuring that students like 
Faith have the best experience in school.” 

Through this initiative, an indelible mark has been 
left on the lives of these six children. A hope for 
a better tomorrow is in the horizon. Wairimu 
is optimistic about the future and harbours 
great dreams of joining the realm of medicine, 
“When the late Joseph Nkaissery died, I heard 
a pathologist give a report about how he died. I 
immediately wanted to become one as well.” she 
said. 
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> Faith Wairimu during attending one of her classes at Ndurarua Primary School.
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The Joys And Pains Of Technology.
The impact of online digital tracking on the monitoring of 
students’ attendance.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 7/8/2018

Location: LISP Office Nairobi and Olympic Primary School.

> LISP volunteers conducting the online class register at Olympic Primary School in Nairobi’s Kibera 
Sub-County.
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The Watoto Tusome Project has made 
tremendous strides since its inception in 2016. 

With over 33,000 new enrolments recorded over 
seven sub counties in 2018, the assessment and 
tracking of the new students became a necessity. 

Online Digital Attendance (D.A) marking is one of 
the assessment methods that have been used by 
Life Skills Promoters. According to Mr. Shimanyi  
Valentino, the D.A Systems Project Manager, 
it was originally commissioned by UNICEF 
with the intention of accomplishing two main 
tasks; ensuring enrolments are taking place and 
monitoring enrolments by checking for dropout 
cases as well as promoting children to higher class 
levels.  Data is collected from the class registers in 
all the schools under the enrolment program and is 
later cloned onto a Digital Attendance application 
accessible on most hand held electronic devices. 
Teachers then use the application to record the 
class attendance in their respective schools. 

As per its intended purpose, the online register 
marking process has helped ensure that the 
progresses of the newly enrolled students are 
monitored effectively. Ms. Neema Shedho, the 
Data Officer at Life Skills echoes this sentiment, 
“The system generates a report whereby both 
teachers as well as Life Skills as an organization 
can see how many pupils missed class on a certain 
day in a particular school.”  She also adds that the 
system helps generate an aggregate data that 
indicates attendance of both male and female 
students separately.

While the digital attendance marking process has 
had its fair share of success, various challenges 
have been experienced. “At first, we had hoped 
that teachers would have completely adopted the 
system by marking the register on a daily basis 
while partners were to log in through their own 
portal. However, this has not been the case as 
teachers have complained about the introduction 
of many other systems which are equally as 
demanding. This has greatly slowed down the 
marking of the registers,” says Mr Valentino 
Shimanyi, the D.A Systems Project Manager. The 
teachers also demanded for electronic gadgets 
like tablets and smartphones that supported 
the use of the attendance application as well as 
airtime in order for them to undertake the task 
while some other schools only had a handful of 
teachers who were able to take the online register 
because the others weren’t technologically savvy. 
Poor network connectivity in some areas also 
hindered the online registration process which is 

heavily reliant of internet connection. “Another 
group of teachers had concerns with security in 
regards to mobile banking as they use their phones 
for financial transactions.  They weren’t sure how 
safe their money was with the application installed 
on their phones,” says Neema.

With the emergence of these challenges, there 
was a need to come up with new strategies of 
data collection. Life Skills Promoters employed 
the help of volunteers who would visit the schools 
in the enrolment program and assist with the 
marking and reconciliation process.  For some of 
the volunteers, this experience was different from 
what they had been accustomed to. “I enjoy the 
experience a lot. It has given me the opportunity 
of developing communication skills since I had to 
interact with authority figures in the school,” says 
Kevin Ngure. The volunteers also experienced 
some challenges while undertaking their duties. 
“In some schools, the teachers were not very 
cooperative. They would fail to deliver some 
class registers leaving some data incomplete,” 
says Esther Nanjala. She also added that these 
scenarios forced them to reschedule the visits 
back to these schools on other days in order to 
complete the task.

Fatigue was another challenge the volunteers 
experienced during the marking process. The 
exercise worked on a rotation basis whereby 
the volunteers would visit a particular school at 
intervals of two to three weeks, “The process was 
tedious because we had to key in attendance for 
all the classes in the schools on one day yet we 
were signing daily attendance covering a long 
duration,” said Ruth Too. She added that trips to 
schools with higher populations saw them work 
long hours of the day. 

Regardless of the challenges experienced, 
the volunteers put their best feet forward and 
managed to come out on top every moment. Their 
resilience and determination to deliver quality 
and accurate data has helped ensure the online 
digital attendance recording process’ success in 
providing quality education for the many children 
being groomed to take Kenya to greater heights 
in future.
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> A layout of the Digital Attendance application showing the various features used for the 
class register marking. 
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Second Chances
Enrolment of new out of school children for the final leg of 
Watoto Tusome Project.

Interviewer: Eddie Nyaga

Date Collected: 5/9/2018

Location: LISP Office Nairobi and Olympic Primary School.

> St. Elizabeth’s Head teacher Mrs. Grace Okomol approving the admission of pupils into her school. 
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The warm morning weather that had come 
over St. Elizabeth Primary school was not 

enough to ease the anxiety on the faces of the 
parents, who had accompanied their children 
for enrolment on the 5th of September, 2018. 
From an ear shot distance, one could hear them 
discussing the expectations and fears they had 
regarding the enrolment of their children into the 
school.

Through the assistance of Ms. Esther Muchiri, a 
Volunteer Children’s Officers partnered with Life 
Skills promoters in Nairobi’s Makadara Sub County, 
46 out of school children were on their way to 
being the newest members of the St. Elizabeth 
community. Ms Muchiri explained that many of the 
children had come from underprivileged homes 
within the Lunga Lunga area near the school. 
“Hawa watoto walikuwa wamefanya interview na 
walipopita, waliambiwa wakuje leo for enrolment” 
(The pupils had been given some academic 
assessment which they passed well and thus were 
requested to come today for enrolment) she said. 
The parents together with their children stood in 
line patiently waiting to see the head Mrs. Grace 
Okomolo for the finalization of the enrolment.

For the enrolment process to be complete, 
parents were required to pay a total of 1,500 
Kenya shillings for admission. “The parents are 

required to pay this amount in order to ensure that 
the admission slots for their children are not given 
away,” she said.  For some parents, the figure was 
more than what they could afford at the moment. 
Mrs. Okomolo was willing to let the parents pay a 
half figure of 700 shillings while they cleared the 
balance in instalments throughout the duration 
of the term. “Many of these children performed 
well and it would not be fair for them to lose their 
slots,” she said.

Benta Akinyi Ochieng’ is one of the many parents 
accorded the privilege of paying her children’s 
enrolment fees in instalments. The 29 year old 
mother of three managed to have all her children 
admitted. Mrs. Ochieng’ narrated that her children 
Norah Awino, Kennedy Odhiambo and Tobby 
Omondi aged 14, 12 and 10 respectively, had to 
dropout due to lack of school fees forcing them to 
stay at home since the beginning of 2018. At the 
time, she lived with her children in Siaya County 
while her husband worked in Nairobi as a casual 
labourer.  “Wakati huo nilikuwa nafanya kazi ya 
ukulima tu”, (at the time, I worked the fields as a 
farmer) she said. While in Siaya, efforts to enrol 
her children in school bore no fruits.

 

> Benta Ochieng’ and her children Tobby (far left), Kennedy (right) and Norah (far right) posing for a 
picture during the enrolment day.
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“Nilikwa nimejaribu kutafuta enrolment 
shule inaitwa St. Monica lakini enrolment 
fees ilikuwa kubwa sana sababu ilikuwa 
1,800 kwa kila mtoto,” (I had made effort 
to try and get my children enrolled at St. 
Monica primary school but they required 
an enrolment fee of 1,800 shillings per 
child) she said.

With time, her husband relocated the family to 
Nairobi’s Lunga Lunga area when she conceived 
another child.  She was unable to work leaving 
her husband as the sole provider for the family 
making it harder to make ends meet for the 
family. Securing an ideal school was also an uphill 
task and thus her children had to remain at home 
once again.

As fate would have it, kindness knocked on her 
door, “Mwanamke fulani anaitwa Beatrice Mbakali 
aliletwa kwangu na akaniambia eti anaweza saidia 
watoto wangu wawe enrolled,” (I was introduced 
to a woman by the name Beatrice Mbakali who 
assured my children would be enrolled) she said. 
After a few days, she was called and informed to 
bring her children to St. Elizabeth for evaluation 
which ultimately ended with them getting 
enrolled to the school.

Norah, Kennedy and Tobby could not hide the joy 
on their faces on the enrolment day. Clad in their 
matching green uniforms, they looked ready to 
face the world. “I am happy that we have been able 
to come back to school since we like learning,” 
said Norah who was admitted into class 6. Their 

mother echoed their sentiments and appreciated 
Life Skills for the efforts they had made to assist 
her children, “Ninashukuru sana sababu hawa 
watu wa Life Skills wamesaidia watoto wangu. Sasa 
hata ninajua wakiwa shule wataweza hata kupata 
chakula mchana,” (I am grateful to Life Skills for 
helping my children. I am happy that they can at 
least have a meal during the day) she said.

With the new enrolments being a success, Esther 
Muchiri is happy that her efforts as a change 
agent are bearing fruit. She also commended 
Life Skills for the strides they had taken to ensure 
children are comfortable in school, “Life Skills 
wamesaidia hawa watoto sana sababu walimu 
walikuwa wanaitisha pesa za kukunua desks. 
Lakini walijitolea kutengeneza desks na sasa hawa 
watoto wapya watapata desks bila kuitishwa 
chochote,” (Life Skills have helped make the lives 
of the new enrolled children much easier since 
they were being asked to give money for desks. 
However, Life Skills came in and repaired the 
dilapidated desks and now these children will use 
them at no extra fee) she said. She also thanked 
Life Skills for providing the schools with games 
kits as well as health kits like sanitary towels.

Esther also appreciated the liaison role taken 
up by Life Skills to bridge the divide that existed 
between the change agents and the head 
teachers who would rarely engage them before. 
She said that this intervention has helped ensure 
more children are taken back to school. Her final 
wish was for the extension of the Watoto Tusome 
Project after its conclusion.

> Esther Muchiri addressing parents on matters regarding the enrolment of their children 
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Ndurarua primary school is home to over 2500 
pupils, from a population of 700. This is with 

the help of the Watoto Tusome project carried 
out by Life skills Promoters under the funding 
of UNICEF. Mrs Irene Musyoka the headmistress 
has opened her school to receive over 500 pupils 
under this program so that they can pursue their 
dreams.

Mrs Musyoka is one of the head teachers who 
has warmly welcomed this project in her school. 
“Teaching is a calling; I take this school as my 
second home that’s why I opened my doors to 
these children. The same way I want my children 
to be treated is the same way I treat others because 
as a mother there’s usually that connection with 
children. I came from a very poor background, 
but my mum noticed my desire to study as I 
would perform very well. She never wanted me 
to do casual jobs but rather pursue my studies 
and become a teacher as they have always been 
smart; their children were the healthiest then and 
the profession was of high regards compared to 
today. This triggered me into working hard so that 
I could have a life like them” says the headmistress.

Before joining the school, she served for nine 
years at Olympics primary school in Kibera 
slums as the deputy head teacher, working in 

the slum has drove her to bring change in the 
lives of young children who have optimism for 
a better tomorrow. This is what she is pursuing 
at Ndurarua primary. A part from teaching, she 
also gives talks to students. She calls it “head 
teachers talk”.  This is conducted thrice a week to 
encourage pupils to work hard in their studies and 
also educate them about their body’s physique 
and character as learning is not all about good 
grades, character is essential for success in life. 
These talks have encouraged students to open up 
their struggles and be assisted. This has resulted 
to good performance and discipline.

Mrs Musyoka is grateful to Life Skills Promoters 
through Watoto Tusome Project, for supporting 
the institution through renovation of desks and 
chairs used by OOSC taken in and ensuring that 
they have a conducive environment for learning.

Manasseh Mutuku and Nancy Wateri class 4 pupils 
are beneficiaries of the Watoto Tusome program. 
They are some of the top performers in school 
and they appreciated UNICEF together with 
Life skills Promoters for the opportunity. They 
appreciate their teachers for training them well 
and giving them a chance to better their future.  

Honouring Our Own
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“Our teachers encourage us to ask 
questions where necessary so that we 
can all be at per with the curriculum” - 
Manasseh.

To curb issues of stigmatization among pupils and 
marginalization among teachers, the head teacher 

has kept information about the newly enrolled 
under UNICEF project confidential. All pupils 
are admitted with same rights and preference. 
According to her this will also enhance balance 
and spread qualities in equal ratios. Also child to 
child relationship would be strengthened and 
pupils wouldn’t look down on others.
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Watoto Tusome is an initiative spearheaded by 
Life skills promoters (LISP) in collaboration 

with UNICEF. The main objective being to enroll 
Out of school children back to school.  The 
project is implemented in five sub-counties 
namely; Dagoreti, kasarani, Njiru, Makadara and 
Embakasi. The colossal task of Identification 
of children and schools to be enrolled in is 
mainly done by change agents. They have vast 
knowledge of common calamities that catalyzes 
school dropout. Most of these areas are major 
slums in Kenya hence poverty and cases of child 
abuse are rampant. Life skills promoters, UNICEF 
and the Government of Kenya under the ministry 
of education have targeted to enroll a proximately 
37,790 children and enhance retention in a span 
of two years. This exercise has emancipated 
many children who were deprived their right to 
education by their parents, guardians or specific 
school managements.

Elvina Kahindi is among the change agents 
working in Makadara area, a mother of three boys 
and a servant to the community. She handles all 
child related issues with the aid of the criminal 
court adjacent to her office. During her normal 
visits at the community, she came across Darwin 
Otieno, a child who was denied a chance to sit 

for his KCPE exams due to injury sustained on 
his legs and had kept him away from school for 
two terms. I was touched as a parent, I decided to 
take up his case but first I needed to engage his 
parents. I met up with them and as we engaged, 
I realized that the leg injury was just an excuse. 
They dint have money to pay for his high school 
fees hence they wanted him to repeat class seven 
in favor of his sister who is in form three. I went 
to the child’s school Canon Apollo primary, talked 
to the head teacher who at first was adamant to 
take him back. I pleaded with the head teacher 
and with help from Darwin’s former class teacher 
and the school Deputy Head teacher, He was 
accepted and allowed to sit for his KCPE exams. 

During the interview, Darwin who was waiting 
to join high school that evening shared the 
following; “I am so glad that Elvina recued me 
from the agony of idling at home and admiring 
my peers who were preparing for the most 
anticipated examination- KCPE, if it was not for 
her I don’t know what could have happen to me. 
I was contemplating to commit suicide as I felt 
unwanted by my parents and elder sister. When 
I got the news that I was going back to school I 
was happy. The last time I was in class was first 
term March 18th 2016 and it was only four days 

Darwin Sits For KCPE Against 
all Odds
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to end of term exams. I was optimistic that I will 
do well despite missing school for such a long 
period. I did my best and scored three hundred 
and thirty out of five hundred marks. I have been 
admitted at Ofafa Jericho high school, one of the 
best secondary school in Nairobi. I will do my best 
to prove to those who helped me that they dint 
labor in vain”.  Darwin invited Lifeskills Promoters 
team to his former school to join him in thanking 
his class and head teacher.
The school head teacher madam Irene wambui 
Muchoki and the former class teacher Thadius 
Omondi acknowledged that Darwin was a good 
boy who could have performed better than he did.  

They echoed the good work carried out by the 
change agent who convinced them to take back 
the child. The school has played gigantic role in 
Darwin’s life especially academically and during 
sickness by contributing to the hospital bill that 
had piled. Poverty is an enormous steeplechase 
standing in the Darwin’s way. His father works as 
a night guard while his mother is a house help. 
Being the last born in the family, he has other 
siblings who are still in school; the older sister is 
in form three. For Darwin, he aims for the stars 
and wants nothing less than to complete his 
education and support his family.
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Dagoretti sub-county, is a calm and ever green 
area that creates a conducive environment for 

learning. It is among the projects most preferred 
localities due to good reception of the program by 
schools. Education in this area has been faced by 
numerous challenges emanating from children, 
parents and guardians. Children have been 
neglected and others have developed a negative 
attitude towards education. Alcoholism, poverty 
and illiteracy in the area has further aggravated 
the problem. In Kagira primary school, the head 
teacher has taken the initiative to eradicate 
high illiteracy levels by working with Lifeskills 
Promoters to identify out of school children at the 
community and enrolling them in school. During 
our visit we found him attending to children that 
he had rescued from the community.

Sandra Wanjiru 9 years, Felix Kanethe 6 years 
and Kevin Macharia 3 years are the first set of 
students we meet in the school. The children 
who were found hopeless but now can afford 
a smile. Sandra being the eldest is keen to look 
after her younger siblings and is very protective 
with questions we ask them. “I was called by a 
concerned villager who informed me of children 
who stay with their great grandmother, very old 
and feeble. The children don’t attend school and 
have nothing to eat” says the head teacher. He 
went to the homestead and found the children 
unkempt and hungry. Mr. Githinji came with them 
to school and gave them food. He looked for 
well-wishers in the village who provided school 

uniforms and basic school requirements for the 
children.

The three children were abandoned by their 
biological parents, who to date have not been 
traced. Mr. Githinji is currently being assisted by the 
area change agent Nancy, to locate a home that 
can host the three siblings. Mr. Githinji appreciates 
UNICEF together with Life Skills Promoters for 
giving children who are disadvantaged by social 
and economic issues an opportunity to pursue 
their dreams. 

“These children look very bright, they 
answer questions in class and are 
disciplined. There’s so much hope in 
them of becoming great people soon” 
says the Deputy Head teacher.

“I love my brothers, I am the one who takes 
care of them, bathes them, wash their clothes 
and try to find food through borrowing because 
our grandmother is not able to provide for us. I 
am grateful Mr. Githinji for giving us food and a 
chance to learn. I used to admire my friends when 
they go to school every day and Iam left at home. 
Today I attend school, have nice uniform together 
with my brothers. Our great grandmother is sick 
but I know she will be well.” 
Tearful, calm and optimistic Sandra narrates.

Emancipated
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Super loaf primary school, Located in Njiru 
sub-county with an approximated population 

of nine hundred pupils. Though it’s not voguish 
compared to other public schools, it has a well-
trained personnel that makes it best among other 
schools in the sub county. It is among the new 
public schools built recently in the area and it’s 
among the project schools that receives new 
pupils from the community.  Jane Wangechi the 
area volunteer children officer (VCO) and Lifeskills 
Promoters change agent has done a good job in 
bringing children to school. She has so far enrolled 
200 hundred children in this school.

“I have worked tirelessly to see all children go 
to school. My delightedness comes when I see 
young ones get an education. I will climb lofty 
hills, cross gigantic rivers and jump the highest 
steeplechases to emancipate these children and 
take them back to school. I am a parent and a 
leader in the community, children are brought 
to me even during wee hours of the night, I do 
this as a calling from God because it comes with 
blessings. I have partnered with many people in 
the community to make this happen. At one point 
I had to be creative and ask parents who had pupils 
in this school before to donate old uniforms for 
the newly enrolled from the community that can’t 
afford to buy one. People in this community are 
poor hence they work hard to make ends meets. 
They can only afford food and pay for their house 
rent. Child neglect is another robust predicament 
that is rampant in this community, most children 

are left to do other activity that earns them money 
than going to school. Many children are seen 
during the day scavenging for metals than going 
to school. Alcohol is another issue that is affecting 
education. Local brews are sold in every corner 
of the community hence parents are busy getting 
drunk and forgetting to provide their children 
with an education.”

The school head teacher Elizabeth Nduta added 
by saying, “I am so happy for the work Lifeskills is 
doing for children. If this custom could be spread 
all over the country then we will educated many 
children. I had very few children in this school 
but after working with Jane I have improved my 
enrollment from 700 to 900. This has become a 
positive result to my school. Besides, the increase 
has been flanked with few manageable challenges 
like lack of desks and food for the extra pupils. It 
has made me liaise with neighboring schools like 
RONALD NGALA PRIMARY in support for food. 
I have commenced the process of renovating 
broken desks for the new pupils.  We are trying 
to make sure that the newly enrolled pupils are 
associating well with old pupils in the school. 
Behavior change is prudent, we are making sure 
that there is no division between these two groups 
even though some have no school uniform or are 
over-aged to be in some classes. These pupils have 
other strengths aside from education. Singing, 
drawing and other talent have started showing up 
and I’m optimistic that they will take part in school 
competitions such as games and music festivals. 

Determined To Help A Child
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These will break the ice among pupils and soon 
the negative attitudes towards education will 
slowly dwindle”

The head teacher gave us time to visit some of 
the classes that had new pupils and it was evident 
that they had made friends and well adapted to 
the new environment. Caleb Mumo and Rose 
Musyoki both in class four live around the school 
with their grandmothers, after being disserted 
by their parents. They were forced to stay at 
home because there was no one to finance their 
education. They are happy to be in school now 
and learn with others as it was their greatest 
desire. The head teachers echoed lifeskills 
Promoters efforts of providing children from 
needy backgrounds with an education. She asked 
life skills to continue with good work to helping 
more children.
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Kagira primary school, located in the interiors 
of Dagoreti sub county. The school is a host to 

children mostly whose Parents and guardians are 
employees of the near-by ILRI firm. It neighbors 
Ruthimitu primary school to the West. It is among 
program schools that have been enrolling children 
from Dagoreti area.

Watoto Tusome project has seen overaged 
students be enrolled back to school after they 
dropped out due to numerous challenges. Charles 
Tere 13 years and in class 2, Origin Muchoka 16 
years and in class 8, Stacy Niko 12 years and in 
class 5 and Brian Ombino 11 years and in class 
3 and Jackson Gasaya 13 years and in class 5.  
These are the students in the school who despite 
their difference in age they have accepted to 
give life another chance and pursue their path in 
academic.

One of the unique cases is of Origin Muchoka who 
seems very shy and reserved even when talking 
but on the other hand, the head teacher is full of 
praises towards the pupil. “I was informed about 
Origin with a villager; he was a street boy dirty and 
unkempt. He expressed his desire to come back 
to school and I decided to give him a chance in 
this school. So far Muchoka is one of the brightest 
child in the school. He is the top scorer in the sub-
county and sometimes teachers have to creatively 
deduct few marks to maintain his standards 

because he gets everything in exams” says Mr. 
Githinji the school head teacher. He also added 
that as a school they will not be flabbergasted if he 
scoops a rank in the top 5 students in the national 
exam that is approaching later in the year.
Earlier on during this enrolment drive, life skills 
through their change agent were meant to 
understand that unlikely, some boys were very 
comfortable to go back to lower classes despite 
their age. This was meant to enhance good 
educational background that they had already 
missed initially. The school head teacher explained 
his urge to see them succeed in life through his 
calling of giving back to the society which made 
him become the man he is. He  is one of the 
trustees of Equity wings to fly program and he has 
witnessed the struggles young pupils go through 
in pursuit for education. This has prompted him 
to do his level best in making sure every needy 
pupil who comes his way must receive help.

He finds it pure joy when pupils who don’t have 
parents, can address him as their “father” this helps 
him in mentoring the boys child in the school. 
The Watoto Tusome program has come at the 
right juncture as he has been in a position to enroll 
pupils to over 400 pupils who have been rescued 
from the street by the change agent. The overaged 
pupils have proven hope through their hard 
work, dedication and the willingness to change 
from their ways to become respectable young 

Street Children Join School
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men. Lifeskills promoters through the  psycho 
social support trainings offered to the pupils 
and teachers has helped them psychologically 
and emotionally as some of the pupils not only 
in the program though  the school has several 
challenges that are affecting the project directly. 

Lack of enough teachers and poverty among 
parents and guardians in the school. Mr. Githinji 
has encouraged UNICEF and Life skills Promoters 
to continue with the same initiative for a better 
tomorrow.
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